years, although not a birder, he snows Keen COSErvational SKIIS With many Tangs i ms
neighbourhcod, e.g. the increase of geckos in our gardens aver the past year or so. When [
mentioned the Brownhooded Kingfisher's diet could include geckos, he was convinced that
this was what the bird was after in his garden. I have not seen or heard this bird in our
neighbourhood.

In another observation of a Brown-hooded Kingfisher, Steven Evans and 1 saw a kingfisher
near Kasouga River catching and swallowing a small snake or legless skink. The prey was
about 120mm long and 6mm thick. The birc took the prey from the ground, flew back to a
low branch, hitting it a few times on the branch and then swallowing it while it was still
wriggling.

This is probably my last edition as the editor of the Bee-eater. This honour and experience
gave me new insight in observing and writing about birds, it was also lots of fun and
enjoyment to share stories with everyone or to receive their news first. I therefore would
encourage anyone totakeupa

challenge like this and grow as an ornithologist. Thanks to all the people who have
contributed to Bee-eater over the last four years {twelve editions). Dr Phil Whittington is
likely to take over as the new editer; I wish him success and hope everyone provides him
withinformation and sightings.

NATURAL HISTORY NOTES FROM THE ADDO
ELEPHANT NATIONAL PARK

Bruno Walther

During a short trip to Addo Elephant Mational Park and Alexandria Forest in January 2007,
I'was able tocollect anumber of interesting natural history observations.

On 8 January in Addo Elephant Narional Park, T observed an adult Chestnut-vented Tit-
habhler Parisoma subcaerulenn accompanied by two juveniles.
While they were sitting in a low dense thorn bush about 20cm
above the ground by the side of the road, the acult started
grooming its plumage but then allogroomed the head plumage of
thejuvenile sitting next toit (the other juvenile sitting on a nearby
branch) for abeut 10 seconds, and repeated this szquence at least
DIICE.

On the same day [ also observed adults, accompanied by juveniles,
of Lesser Striped Swallow Hirwirdo abyssinica, Sombre Greenbul
Andropadus importunys, Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis and House
Sparrow Passcr domesticus, and recorded an overflying Eurasian
Hobby Falce subbuseo. In nearby Sunland, a pair of Tambourine
Doves Turmr tynpanisttia ‘was nesting in dense reeds on a steep
river bank. EURASIAN HOBBY

tlies; perhaps to also consume wound tissue, blood and cther secretions. lhe raven
proceeded to do this for a few minutes, but was dislodged when rhe buffalo gor up. A
second raven then joined it and both proceeded to walk around the buffalo, systematically
picking items from the legs and also the belly. These they reached with short upward hops.
After about 10 minutes, they had searched the entire underside of the buffzlo. One of the
ravens Lhen landed again on the buffalo's back to forage for several more minutes. They
might have continued o inspect the very lethargic buttalo but were tinally scared away by
scme approaching elephants. The entire episode lasted zbout 15 — 20 minutes. Since
Hockey et al. (2005) only mention that White-necked Ravens [zed “on ticks taken from
cattle”, this observation might be the first account of feeding from wild animals.

On 11 January 2007 in Alexandria Forest, 1 observed a juvenile
Atrican Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcys cupreus being fed by an
adult Cape Batis Batis capensis which, according to Hockey et al.
(2005), is a new host species for this cuckoo. The only other
proven host for southern Africa being the GCreen-backed
Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura.

Q,

! \,\a On the same day, I also obszrved adults accompanied by juveniles
8 TR L of Cape Batis Batis capensss, Chorister Robin-Chat Cossyplha
BLACK-HEADED  diclroa, Dark-backed Weaver Plocews bicolor, African Dusky
ORIOLE Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta, Green-backed Camaroptera
Camaroptera brachyura, Black-backed TPuffback Dryoscopus cubia, Bar-throated Apalis
Apalis thoracica, Red-necked Spurtowl Pternisies afer, and Black-headed Oriole Orioius
larvatus.
Furthermore, a Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurns adsimilis sunned itself on the open lawn in
front of the administrative building of Alexandria Forest for a few minutes and then flew
up into ancarby bushwhere it groomed for several minutes.

On 11 January 2007, ] observed a male Amur Falcon Falco annrensis sitting on a telephone
wire above a cattle meadow near Boknesstrand.

On 12 January 2007, I saw a Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus feecing on the fruits of a
presumed fig tree next to one of the buildings at Alexandria Forest. While it fed in the
branches for at lrast half an hour, it alsn briefly fed on some fallen fruit on the ground
whichis somewhat unusual for an oriole.

On 13 January 2007, I twice cbserved a female or juvenile Pallid Harrier Circus macronrus
flying past the hide at Rondevlei near Iinysna. It was clearly a brown harrier with a broad
whire rump band. Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus should be excluded because it has a
narrower white rump and is much rarer this far south.
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